Contents

KIDS PRAY THE DARNDEST THINGS
Effective Liturgy
Notices

Acknowledgements

INTRODUCTION

A CHILD CHRISTOLOGY
Two Pertinent Views of Children in Christian Scripture
Calendar of Readings Table
Child as Nepios
The Gospel Account
The Pauline Accounts
Child as Teknon
The Gospel Accounts
The Pauline Accounts
Other Accounts
Child as Paidion
The Gospel Accounts
Pauline Texts
Child as Mikron
The Gospel Accounts
Critical Texts Not in the Lectionary
Gospel texts
Pauline Texts
Son of Man
Son of God
Other Scriptural Supports for the Promotion of Child

10
13
19

20
21

24
28

30
32
34
36
41
41
41
42
42

48
52
53
54



The Christology of Children 54

Liturgical Implication of the Christology of Child 56
Summary 57
EFFECTIVE LITURGY 58
What does it mean for Liturgy to be effective? 58
It’s a different ball game. 59
Elements of Effective Liturgy 60
Clarity 60
Simplicity 61
Sight lines 62
Timing 62
Silence 63
Space 63
Order 64
Framing 64
Displaying 65
Presentation 65
Recognition of the human person 66
Focus 66
Audibility 67
Appropriation 68
Gesture 68
Ministerial shape 69
Transactions 69
Principles for Children’s Liturgy 70
The Official Story 71

Analysis of Instructions® from the Directory of Masses for Children 71
Summary 119

Analysis of Instructions from Lectionary for Children®* 119



Summary 147

Analysis of Instructions from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal

(GIRM)*'** 148
Summary 154
Analysis of Instructions from other Documents on Liturgy 154
Summary 161
Approaching Liturgy as Children 162
SOME SUGGESTIONS 163
Delight 163
What'’s all this Kids Stuff anyway? 163
The Child and The Adult: Compare and Contrast 164,
Current Practice 167
The Separate Children’s Liturgy 167
Winging It: The Just Society 169
Questions Anyone? 171
Inclusion/Exclusion 173
Really Special Kiddie Projects 174
Training 175
Getting them back in: Procession of Gifts 177
Suggested Practice 178
What Kids like in Children’s Theatre 178
What Children Can Tell Us about Liturgy 180
Planning 182
Readings 182
Planning for Feasts 183
Texts 184,
Official Texts 184
Working with Official Texts 185

The Eucharistic Prayer 185



Handling Bread 186

Handling Wine 189
Focusing on Children 189
Focusing on God 191
Focusing on the Book 192
Focusing on Story 193
Focusing on Interaction—Acclamation 193
The Eucharistic Prayers (ep) 195
Ministers 199
Assembly 199
Ministerial Leadership 200
Adult Ministers Addressing Children 200
Child Ministers 201
Lectors 202
Acolytes, Cross Bearer and Servers 203
Musicians & Choir 203
Ushers 204
Gifts Carriers (with or without family members) 204
Space 204
Size of Space 204
Character of Space 205
Action 206
Discipline and Order 206
Rules 206
Working with Symbol 206
Invite Assertively Not Interrogatively 207
Keep Together Not Apart 207
Imagination 207
Comprehension 208

Surprise 208



Suspense
Clarity
Audibility
Repetition
Example: Christological Action of Children
Working with Artifacts
Book Handling
Puppets
Serving the Symbol
Displaying and Presenting Symbol
Story
Conclusion
Bibliography
Biography

209
210
210
211
211
212
212
212
215
216
217
218
221

224,



